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Cropwell Bishop has not always 
been a green and pleasant place. 
Two hundred and fifty million years 
ago a sea existed here. It gradually 
evaporated and left behind the 

minerals that had been dissolved 
in it - including gypsum. This was 
mined by villagers in the 20th 
century and helped increase the 
prosperity of the Village.

These are the people who have worked on 
the Steering Group. They are local people 
who volunteered to work together to 
produce this village plan. 
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Cropwell Bishop is in the Vale of 
Belvoir in South Nottinghamshire. 
Bordering its western boundary is the 
Roman Fosse Way, the A46 Road.
It is likely that there was a settlement here 
in Roman times but it is known for certain 
that its history stretches back to 956 when 
the Lord of the Manor was the Archbishop 
of York. The Bishop part of the village 
name derives from this connection whilst 
Cropwell is a corruption of the name of the 
local hill, Crophille, now known as Hoe Hill.
Part of the St Giles Church building 
dates back to around 1215 and its newest 
addition, the tower, was finished about two 
hundred years later. 
For centuries, 
agriculture dictated 
the growth and 
development of 
Cropwell Bishop 
as well as the pace of life. Industry has 
also had a major influence. During the 
Industrial Revolution, a link between 
Nottingham and Grantham was established 
via The Grantham Canal. Built at the end 
of the 18th Century, it still has a highly 
visible passage through the parish. Even 
though it contains little water along 
this stretch, a walk along its tow path 
with its evocative scenery is a delight. 
A brickworks was established beside 
the canal and then, in the first half of 
the 20th Century, gypsum was mined 
on the western side of the village. This 
came to an end at the end of the 20th 
Century. The factory building where the 
gypsum was processed, still stands beside 
the canal. Its outside appearance has 
changed little, but now it houses several 
of the fourteen businesses that operate 

from the Canalside Industrial Park.
These days, Cropwell Bishop’s most 
famous export is cheese. Its Stilton 
cheese is famous for both its quality 
and winning awards. Goats cheese is 
also produced at Skylarks Farm and is 
highly valued by local restaurants.
The three village pubs have long served 
the local population, particularly the 
Wheatsheaf that dates from the 17th 
Century. The busiest part of the village 
centres on the 'Turn'. This is the T-junction 
in front of St Giles Church. Within 500m 
are the shops, post office, primary school, 
two pubs, the health centre and bus stops. 

The population of the 
village was around 600 for 
almost 200 years until new 
housing developments 
started in the 1950s. The 
population is now nearly 

2000. Most new roads bear the names of 
past characters from the community. 
Most would describe Cropwell Bishop as 
a busy, bustling community. Whenever 
you go out, you are almost certain to 
see people walking, talking, shopping or 
pushing pushchairs. Most essential services 
are within walking distance of their front 
door. Nottingham is far enough away for 
village shops to be economically viable. 
The population includes a full mix of 
ages. The vast majority get involved 
with village activities in some form or 
another whether they be school events or 
organised activities like the Celebration 
Weekend in July. An active and vigorous 
Parish Council keeps residents well 
informed of local news via its very popular 
newsletter, Cropwell Bishop News. 

Cropwell Bishop

“Small in size 
but big in heart”

A Village Plan is the community’s 
vision for it future. 
The Government has been encouraging 
communities to produce Plans since 
the year 2000. A Village Plan does not, 
in itself, provide any extra funding. 
However, a well-researched Plan with 
strong support is very valuable for the 
Parish Council. It can seek funding for 
projects in the knowledge that they will 
be welcomed by large sections of the 
community. Fund providers are also 
more likely to support councils that can 
prove strong community support.

They decided that the Plan would have 
to reflect the real wishes and concerns 
of the community. It was agreed that 
the most effective way of doing this 
was through a questionnaire. 
A great deal of effort went into writing 
questions that would reveal the views of 
as many people as possible and give them 
the opportunity to put forward their own 
ideas. A separate sheet was inserted for 
teenagers to complete. The head of the 
primary school, Phil Palmer, surveyed 
children at his school and supplied the 
Steering Group with written notes.
The questionnaire was printed and 
then, in September 2007, distributed by 
members of the Steering Group and other 
volunteers from the village. A copy was 
hand delivered to every household and then 
collected a few days later. Eventually, 60% 
of households returned a completed copy. 
Whilst complete anonymity was maintained 
for the questionnaire, people were also 
encouraged to complete a separate 
sheet on which they could declare their 
interest in group activities and also 
include their name and contact details.
All questionnaire responses were entered 
onto a computer database and, where 

possible, statistics were generated. Extended 
answers were printed out and shared 
between members of the Steering Group 
who summarised the views expressed. 
In March 2008 a public meeting was held. 
It provided villagers with feedback and 
also gave the Steering Group an insight 
into the strength of views on certain 
issues. Over 100 people attended.
At the end of this consultation the Group 
put their effort into producing this 
Village Plan document and also an Action 
Plan (see next article on this page).
In an effort to establish ever 
closer links with the community, 
two more steps were taken. 
First, a website was created in September 
2007 (see CropwellBishopPlan.co.uk). A 
great deal of information and pictures 
was put online. Since its launch it has 
been continually updated and used to test 
ideas for a future permanent website. 
Second, a 'Camera Day' was organised 
one Saturday in September 2007. Over 
80 photos were taken around the village 
and later displayed in the Memorial 
Hall and on the website. Several have 
been included in this booklet.

• background notes

A brief history of Cropwell Bishop
What is a Village 
Plan? What did the Steering Group do?

What happens next?
What is an Action 
Plan?

Who has written 
our village plan?
Our Plan has been produced by 
the people of Cropwell Bishop. 
In November 2006, the Parish Council 
invited local business people to hear a 
presentation by Carola Jones of Rural 
Community Action Nottinghamshire 
(RCAN). The interest shown at that 
meeting led to the holding of a public 
meeting in the Memorial Hall in January 
2007. Over 100 people attended that 
event and Tony Jarrow, who, from 
an early stage, had taken an interest 
in the project, invited others to join 
him to form a Steering Group and 
produce a plan for Cropwell Bishop. 
In March 2007 the Steering Group was 
formed. It consisted of people from 
Cropwell Bishop, including several 
Parish councillors and Carola Jones. 
Tony Jarrow was elected Chair.
The Group successfully applied for a 
grant from 'Nottinghamshire Community 
Foundation' and also obtained financial 
support from the Parish Council and 
Notts County Council. This provided 
£4500 which was considered sufficient 
to enabled it to set about formulating 
a plan for Cropwell Bishop.

In this booklet you will find pages that 
list 'what we want' and 'how we will 
do it'. But, to ensure that these goals 
really are achieved, a more detailed 
plan is needed. That is what an 'Action 
Plan' is; a plan of action that contains, 
not only the goals we are aiming 
for, but also deadlines for achieving 
them plus the names of organisations 
who must take responsibility. 
The Action Plan is being distributed with 
this Village Plan as a separate leaflet. It will 
be constantly updated over the coming 
years as progress is made on achieving our 
goals. New goals with strong support may 
be added; a skate park is a recent idea as is 
a meadow for community use. An up-to-
date version will be made available online.

The launch of this Village Plan should 
get things moving. Copies are being 
distributed to all households and 
businesses in Cropwell Bishop and 
anyone else involved with the future of 
the village. However, it would be naive 
to imagine that this automatically means 
that the goals will therefore be achieved. 
To ensure success, it will be necessary for 
progress to be periodically monitored. 
The Steering Group has agreed to organise 
the setting up of a monitoring group for 
this task. Ideally, this group will consist of 
a mix of some Steering Group members 
and new volunteers from the community.

“Embracing traditional community 
values, enhanced by modern 
thinking. Striving to make life better 
for everyone”
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What People Said

our surroundings   . . . how we will achieve it

what we want . . . 

Most would like to see floral planters and 
‘welcome signs’ at the entrances to the 
village to create a positive impression 
and draw attention to speed restrictions. 
They want to see the canal full of 
water and support the idea of entering 
competitions like ‘Best Kept Village’, for 
which they would try to improve the 
appearance of their own property.
People rate very highly the services 
provided by the surgery, dispensary, 
Cropwell Care and Vale First Responders. 
They recognise the value of the built 
environment. The two churches are 
considered important historic buildings 
and almost half use them for baptisms, 
weddings and funerals. The vast majority 
support the restoration of the old Parish 
Room as a Heritage Centre and would 
be concerned if any existing building 
or facility were under threat. People 

recognise the need to conserve energy 
and want any new buildings to be as 
energy efficient than existing ones.
People care about the appearance of their 
village and think there should be more 
litter-bins. Many make use of public 
seats and would like additional ones at 
bus stops, the park and the canal.
The Pinfold has a long history and 
many think it would be more attractive 
as a meeting place if it had more 
flowers and shrubs, better lighting 
and an information board.
Most people would welcome an increase 
in the police presence in the village. Over 
a third belong to the Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme. As many as one in 
five were affected by crime last year 
but few reported the incident. 

Plant: spring bulbs, flowers and shrubs•	
Erect Xmas tree with lights•	
Research and develop history board of Cropwell •	
Bishop and Pinfold
Research and design ornamental village sign to be •	
positioned on Pinfold

The Pinfold as an attractive and popular public 
area

Research and design a ‘village entrance sign’ that •	
reflects the character of the village

A welcoming village

Have benches and seats throughout the village•	
Replace seat on village green beyond St.Giles Way•	
Replace or add one new seat per year as necessary•	

Village people more able to rest and enjoy their 
local environment

Research criteria for entering the ‘Best Kept Village’ •	
competition 
Work towards achieving criteria •	
Enter competition•	

A sense of pride in the appearance of the village 
and a desire to improve its attractiveness

Restore the water level of the canal to its original •	
working level
Support the Grantham Canal Society in its efforts to •	
achieve this goal

The Grantham Canal looking as attractive here 
as elsewhere along its route and an increase in 
the biodiversity of the local environment

Decide where and what to plant•	
Approach sponsors•	
Source bulbs and plants then plant them•	

Attractive displays of plants and flowers 
throughout the village

Restore the Parish Room as a Heritage Centre•	
Encourage an active membership of the Heritage •	
Group
Maintain the interest and support of villagers •	

A permanent celebration of the heritage of the 
village 

“People care about the 
appearance of their village”

Background
Cropwell Bishop is very much a working 
village with over a hundred businesses. 
The majority are one-person operations 
working from the family home, but over 
thirty have purpose built premises and 
employ people from the village and beyond.
Approach roads are lined by buildings 
that reflect the farming, industrial and 
social history of the village. The view of 
St Giles Church at its centre is, for most 
people, the defining view of the village 
and is indeed used in the village logo. 
The Grantham Canal passes through 
the parish and The Grantham Canal 
Society has the long term aim of making 
it operational for leisure pursuits. 

The Memorial Hall has been the meeting 
place for villagers since it was opened 
for use in 1929 and then, formally, by 
the Prince of Wales in 1932. The large 
playing field alongside it is also highly 
valued by residents. A play park for 
children of all ages has been a recent 
welcome addition to the playing field. 
Beyond the parish boundaries, flat or 
gently undulating fields and woodlands 
stretch for tens of kilometres interrupted 
only by farms and villages.

“it is common for 
people who sell 
their home in 
Cropwell Bishop to 
buy their next one 
within the village”
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getting together
Background

Local shops are popular because they are 
convenient, save time and provide social 
contact: everyone uses the post office.
People like having a pub that is clean, 
friendly, family orientated, has ‘atmosphere’, 
offers good beer and food and is within 
walking distance 
of home. 
Most people 
cannot see 
themselves 
taking part in 
sporting activities, but a large number 
are keen to attend a local fitness 
class. Some are interested in outdoor 
pursuits and parents are keen for clubs 
to be available for their children. 

People want to get involved in village 
activities such as gardening, reading 
and conservation work and there is also 
demand for classes in dance, art, IT 
and local history. Over 40 people want 
an allotment to grow vegetables.

Many think that facilities 
at the Memorial Hall 
are adequate. However, 
just as many believe that 
a community building 
in our village should 
have more modern 

amenities. They think it should have 
better lighting and temperature control 
and its space should be more adaptable 
for activities such as badminton.

What People Said

Advertise the existing classes on offer •	
Establish self-interest groups for topics in demand•	
Invite local education providers to organise new •	
courses

Local adult education classes to satisfy the 
needs of villagers

Encourage like minded individuals to form clubs.•	

Villagers enjoying a range of sporting and 
leisure activities

Should either ever be threatened with closure, liaise •	
with the Parish Council and outside agencies to 
oppose it

A thriving post office and doctors’ surgery with 
dispensary

Encourage villagers to use and support local •	
businesses.
Encourage local shopkeepers to coordinate their •	
business marketing

Excellent provision from local shops

Customers giving feedback to publicans on the •	
service they provide

Local pubs providing good beer and food in a 
pleasant environment

Form village Allotment Association and join National •	
Association
Parish Council obtain land•	
Allotment Association obtain funding for water •	
supply, fencing, gate, shed and making a path/road 
around site.

Allotments for people who want them

Support the Parish Council’s plans to purchase the •	
‘Old School’ and refurbish it as a community hall with 
facilities for a variety of user groups
Use feedback from villagers (in the questionnaire) •	
to help the Memorial Hall committee to develop an 
Action Plan for its future use

Community Halls with popular support

  . . . how we will achieve it

what we want . . . 

People are able to get together at 
the Memorial Hall. Its main hall can 
comfortably hold around 100 people. There 
is a stage at one end of the hall and beyond 
it is another room that can accommodate 
smaller gatherings. There are toilets and 
there is also a large kitchen with a serving 
hatch onto the main hall. A small office is 
used by the parish clerk several days a week.
The Memorial Hall is available for booking 
by almost anyone and is currently used 
by several village groups and classes on a 
regular basis. At various times the Hall and 
its playing fields have been used by caravan 
clubs, canal volunteer groups, Christmas 
functions and running or cycling events. 
In recent years the field has also been the 
venue for concerts and firework displays 
during the Celebration Weekend in July. 
Village groups also make use of the large 
hall at the primary school and also the 
Friendship Centre on Nottingham Road 

which is big enough for about 20 people.
On Church Street is the post office (with 
newsagent and general store) and the Co-
op supermarket that is open for 14 hours 
almost every day. On Nottingham Road 
is a local butcher’s shop. The shops are 
popular and it is rare to find them empty.
There is also a cob shop, cheese 
shop, beauty salon, two hairdressers 
and three pubs. It is no wonder that 
people can almost always be seen 
walking the village pavements. 
The Cropwell Care coffee mornings 
for older people are held weekly 
at The Friendship Centre.
Rawlings Court on Church Street 
provides sheltered housing for a number 
of elderly people from the village.

“Local shops are popular because they are 
convenient, save time and provide social 
contact”

“Over 40 people want 
an allotment to grow 
vegetables”
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Only a small percentage of residents use the 
existing bus service regularly. They use it 
mainly for shopping and find it reliable and 
accessible. About a third of residents said 
that if a direct bus service to Nottingham 
became available, they would use it for 
commuting, shopping and leisure. People 
want a better service in the evenings and 
at weekends. Teenagers find it irritating 
to have no bus service in the evening. 
People consider the state of pavements 
to be fairly good but are very concerned 
about the extremely narrow pavement 
along stretches of Nottingham Road. 
Opposite Barlows Butchers and opposite 
Hoe View Road, passing buses and lorries 
almost touch pedestrians and the draught 
they create is particularly hazardous to 
children and pushchair users. They are also 
concerned that heavy lorries continue to 
contravene the village weight restriction.
One in 10 cycle and most think facilities 
for cyclists are reasonable. The main 
reason for not cycling is fear of motor 
vehicles. They believe provision of cycle 
tracks throughout the village and to other 
villages would encourage more cycling. 

People want to see cycle racks and ‘locking 
posts’ outside local shops and amenities.
Most would like a path for pedestrians 
and cyclists up to, and beyond, the 
A46 road. They would like it to link 
with the Grantham Canal path and the 
cycle route beside the A52 road. 
Inconsiderate street parking in 
the village is seen as a hazard to 
road users and pedestrians.
Excessive traffic speed is a concern of 
the majority. They would like the extent 
of the current speed restrictions to be 
increased. They want electronic speed 
warnings installed and they support 
efforts to establish ‘gateways’ at village 
entrances. It is believed that these would 
encourage motorists to slow down.
Few are content with the design of the 
proposed A46 improvements at the 
Stragglethorpe Junction. The majority 
would prefer the road to be at ground 
level rather than on a high embankment.

Many people living in the Vale of Belvoir 
drive through Cropwell Bishop on their 
way to and from work in Nottingham. 
This can make the main roads quite busy 
during the early morning and evening.
Public transport is provided by four 
different bus services. The two major 
ones are the  22 Trent-Barton and the 
Radcliffe Line. They both provide a 
similar hourly service to Nottingham with 
journeys taking about 40mins. However, 
neither serve the village after 6.00pm 
during the week or operate on Sunday.
The 63 Dunn-Line is funded by Notts 
County Council and travels to and from 
the Queens Medical Centre several times 
a day. It stops at nine villages on its route. 
It does not operate at the weekend. 
The S4 bus operates just once a week 
when it takes shoppers to and from West 
Bridgford.
The Grantham Canal was abandoned 
in 1936 and both humpback bridges 

in the village were demolished in 
1948. After years of neglect, it became 
difficult to even use the path alongside 
it. At the end of the 20th Century the 
present path was established and is now 
popular with both locals and visitors.
The large number of rights of way in the 
parish enable people to enjoy varied and 
interesting walks. In the north are woods on 
Hoe Hill and in the south panoramic views 
from Cropwell Wolds, some 40m higher. 
Church Street is a popular stopping 
place for motorists using the shops: only 
the Co-op has customer parking. Many 
parents also park on Church Street when 
transporting children to and from school. 
Drivers take advantage of the readiness of 
the Chequers landlord to allow them to 
use his car park. Congestion has increased 
since the Chequers pub car park was halved 
in size to make way for new houses.

getting around
Background

What People Said

Support steps to evaluate the effectiveness of the current (and •	
any future) speed restrictions
Support the Speed Watch scheme•	
Encourage consideration of a lower speed limit, enlarging the •	
30mph region or introducing a 40mph stretch beyond it
Support the installation of electronic speed signs to •	
discourage speeding 
Support the consideration of traffic calming •	

Traffic at safe speeds on village roads

Evaluate the possibility of converting some of the grassy areas •	
into parking bays on Hoe View Road 
Encourage residents to be more considerate of the needs of •	
pedestrians and other road users when they park

Safe and responsible on-street parking

Establish simple method for residents to report defects – and •	
advertise it. 
Monitor progress and set up a simple system for reporting •	
delays.

Pavements and roads in a good state of repair

Support the Parish Council in their efforts to make the •	
provision of paths and cycle tracks a reality

Pedestrian and cycle facilities along Nottingham Road, 
up to the Creamery and then beyond the A46

Establish a simple method of recognising and reporting •	
suspected contraventions
Support ways of preventing HGVs entering the village•	

No contraventions of the existing restrictions on HGV 
lorries travelling through the village

Support Parish Councillors in their efforts to improve the •	
present bus service

Commuters have direct, efficient access to Nottingham

Support Parish Councillors in their efforts to establish a service•	

A public transport service to Nottingham in the evenings

Explore options for a viable public service to Bingham•	

An evening bus service to Bingham

Publicise and promote the existing bus services and timetables•	

More people using buses

  . . . how we will achieve it

what we want . . . 
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“Parish Council publishes six newsletters a 
year ... printed in the village and delivered 
free to all homes”

keeping in touch

Virtually everyone reads and enjoys the free 
Parish Council newsletter, ‘Cropwell Bishop 
News’. Whilst it is the prime source of 
village news, posters on notice boards and 
in shops are also popular. 
Communication in the community is 
considered good. However, many think 
it would be even better if there was an 
accessible and well-managed notice board 
and also a village website.
The majority use a computer in their home 
and access the Internet, but nearly a third 
do neither. Most users have a broadband 
connection but almost a third of them are 
dissatisfied with its speed and reliability.
The idea of having ‘Cropwell Bishop News’ 
on the Internet is popular and there are 

many varied and imaginative suggestions 
for making it useful. 
If the Parish Councillors want people to 
become more involved with local issues, 
then a popular view is that they should 
make the function and working of the 
council more transparent, understandable, 
interesting and friendly.
For any future surveys of village opinion, 
the vast majority prefer a system based on 
completing a paper form. Even so, nearly 
a third would be happy to use email, the 
community collection box or attend a public 
meeting. 

What People Said

Include ‘Letters to the Editor’ page.•	

A ‘Letters to the Editor’ in ‘Cropwell Bishop News’ 
newsletter.

Refer to questionnaire responses to decide on content.•	
Purchase a web name.•	
Design web site and put on-line.•	
Maintain the site on a regular basis.•	
Advertise the site.•	
Encourage contributions by villagers.•	

A website of news for Cropwell Bishop

Set up an ‘internet interest group’•	
Find current speed experience of users•	
Compare with speed experienced by other comparable •	
communities
Identify the limiting factors•	
Establish the support of the local community•	
Campaign for a better connection•	
Investigate possibility of community facilities (internet café)•	
Advertise training that is available for users•	

Faster connection to the Internet for residents and 
businesses of Cropwell Bishop.

Encourage attendance via articles in ‘Cropwell Bishop News’.•	
Publicise photographs of councillors – via notice board and •	
‘Cropwell Bishop News’.
Recruit a resident to attend meetings and report on them •	
using plain language.

Greater involvement in Parish Council issues by 
residents.

Explore possibility of utilising existing available notice •	
boards.
If not, have one made.•	
Decide on best location.•	
Agree on ‘rules’ for use, e.g. no ‘for sale’ notices, size of •	
posters, etc
Identify person or team to maintain it (remove old notices •	
etc)

A Village notice board that is easily accessible for 
reading notices and posting them.

Background

  . . . how we will achieve it

what we want . . . 

People find out what is going on in the 
village from notices posted at various 
points. Parish Council posters are displayed 
behind a glass notice board beside the 
phone box next to the post office. The 
churches have their own boards. Individuals 
can post notices at the post office or on the 
fence outside the Co-op. Other small notice 
boards are also located around the village.
The Parish Council publishes six newsletters 
a year. These are printed in the village and 
delivered free to all homes in the main body 
of the village. People are able to contribute 
articles and also calendar items via email or 

the parish community collection box in the 
post office.
There is a Parish Council meeting on the 
first Tuesday of each month.
Internet connections are provided by BT 
via the telephone exchange at Cotgrave, 
which is about 5 km away. The village does 
not have a cable TV connection. The ability 
to receive a mobile telephone signal cannot 
be guaranteed: it depends on your precise 
location and the provider. Some people are 
unable to use their mobile phone at home.
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Cropwell Bishop Primary School was rated 
outstanding in its last Ofsted inspection. It 
is very popular with parents both here and 
in nearby villages. There is also a parent-led 
playgroup located on the school site. Most 
pupils go on to secondary education at Toot 
Hill School in Bingham. Around 20% of the 
village population is under 20 years of age 
and most are in full time education. 
Extra curricular activities for young people 

have been limited by available facilities and 
suitably qualified adult leaders. A popular 
and thriving dance class for younger 
children had to move to the next village 
when the Cropwell Bishop ‘Old School 
Building’ became unavailable for bookings. 
Guides meets in the village but Scouts, 
Cubs and Brownies meet in neighbouring 
villages.

Younger children like living in Cropwell 
Bishop with its surrounding countryside 
and famous Creamery. They also enjoy 
using the play facilities around the 
Memorial Hall and many loved the dance 
class that was held in the ‘Old School 
Building’.
They care about cleanliness and safety 
around the Village and would like to see 

more shops, cafés and restaurants – ideally 
beside a canal full of water. More activities, 
events and celebrations would be welcomed.
Teenagers would like to have places where 
they can meet and socialise. They would 
also like better paths and cycle-ways to 
nearby villages as well as a more regular bus 
service to local villages and to Nottingham. 
Some would like a skate park.

What People Said

Background

young people

Identify what provision is wanted•	
Consider possible sites •	

Meeting places (with seating) where young 
people can congregate and talk

Support the Parish Council in its efforts to provide •	
a skate park and other facilities

A wide range of facilities on the Memorial 
Hall playing field

Ensure that the ‘Old School’ development •	
provides suitable accommodation for social 
activities including musical performances
Set up a youth club•	
Encourage adults to help organise the youth club•	
Enable adults to be trained for the task•	
Encourage young people to use the facilities •	
when they become available
Ensure that it is a safe, welcoming place for young •	
people

A place where young people can meet and 
socialise

  . . . how we will achieve it

what we want . . . 

“Primary School was rated outstanding in its 
last Ofsted inspection”

“teenagers would like to have places 
where they can meet and socialise”
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It has taken two years to prepare this 
Cropwell Bishop Village Plan. However, 
after just one year, feedback provided by the 
questionnaire indicated what issues were 
important to people. 
Such was the enthusiasm of the Steering 
Group and the Parish Council, people 
started tackling the issues raised. A website 
was set up, and clubs were started. By 
September 2008 the following clubs were 
well established (approximate number of 

members in brackets): Gardening (50), 
Walking (30), Book (10), Allotments (45) 
and Choir (40).
When the Parish Council discovered that 
the 'Old School Building' was earmarked 
for demolition to make way for high cost 
housing, it embarked on a campaign to save 
it for the village. The emphatic response to 
questions in the questionnaire that related 
to such threats gave the councillors the 
confidence to take decisive action. They 

went on to purchase the building so that it 
can be refurbished for community use.
The already established Heritage Group 
also used feedback from the questionnaire. 
Very strong backing for its plans to renovate 
the old Church School Room gave it the 
confidence to apply for funding. In addition, 
the evidence no doubt added weight to its 
bid.

In one way or another, hundreds of people 
in Cropwell Bishop have been involved with 
the production of this document. Without 
their efforts, you would not be reading it 
now. 
As well as the members of the Steering 
Group, we had the support of; Carola Jones 
(Senior Rural Officer with Rural Community 
Action Nottinghamshire), (Phil Palmer 
(Head of Cropwell Bishop School), Hilary 
Jarrow of Cropwell Print (who produced the 
questionnaire and many leaflets), people 
who took photographs on Camera Day 
(several have been used in these pages), and 
the many volunteers who stepped forward 
when help was needed to distribute and 
collect paperwork. To all of them, we say a 
big thank you.
Volunteers cannot do everything. To 
analyse data, book meeting rooms and print 
documents you need money. Thankfully, 
this did not prove to be an obstacle for us. 
We are grateful for the financial support 
given by the following organisations and 
individuals:

Cropwell Bishop Parish Council (£500)•	
Nottinghamshire Community Foundation •	
(£3500)
Rushcliffe Borough Council (£250)•	
Nottinghamshire County Councillor, •	
Richard Butler (£500)

If you are inspired by what you have read, 

why not visit our website. There, you will 
find up to date information on all that is 
going on in the village. You will find out 
what clubs exist, dates of forthcoming 
events, what things people are giving away, 
bus time tables, photos of past events, and 
much more. 

thank you  . .
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